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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Thirty-second Report — “How the Corruption and Crime Commission Handles Allegations and  

Notifications of Police Misconduct” — Tabling 
HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.04 am]: I am directed to present the thirty-second report of 
the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission in relation to how the Corruption and 
Crime Commission handles allegations and notifications of police misconduct. 

[See paper 5396.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The report tabled today commends the CCC for its recent moves to afford greater 
investigative priority to allegations of police misconduct, which has seen a significant increase in the discharge 
of the CCC’s misconduct function with respect to Western Australia Police. 
The report, which is informed by the advice of a number of people with significant police oversight expertise, 
finds that the current WA Police integrity model is appropriate and comprehensive, and that the continued efforts 
of WA Police to maintain a strong internal culture is aided by the presence and support of the CCC. As this 
inquiry unfolded, two things became abundantly clear. Firstly, WA Police is an agency that boasts a strong 
internal culture of integrity, as well as a demonstrated commitment to maintaining and enhancing this culture. 
Secondly, although the CCC does not always receive the credit that it deserves for the good work that it does in 
this area, there is no doubt that the CCC makes a sizeable contribution to the professionalism and integrity of 
WA Police.  

The inquiry was initiated after the October 2010 public release of closed-circuit television footage of the 
multiple use of Tasers by officers of WA Police on Mr Kevin Spratt in the Perth watch-house on 31 August 
2008. Although the CCC initiated an inquiry into this matter in November 2010, after considering the matter at 
length, the committee formed the view that the CCC should have conducted its inquiry when it was first apprised 
of the incident in September 2008. For a number of reasons, the committee formed the view that the CCC’s 
inquiry was very much to the benefit of Western Australian society. Ultimately, however, the committee also 
formed the view that the September 2008 decision by the CCC to leave this matter to WA Police for internal 
investigation was a serious error of judgement. Although the committee voices criticism in respect of this matter, 
it is pleased to note that the CCC had responded well to this incident, and in recent times there has been a 
significant increase in the quantity of CCC investigations into alleged police misconduct. The committee is also 
pleased to learn that those investigations have confirmed the strong culture of WA Police.  
The committee believes that there is clearly an expectation that matters of the nature of the Perth watch-house 
incident would be independently investigated by the CCC in the first instance. The committee is confident that 
the raft of amendments to the CCC’s process and procedures that have been implemented by Commissioner 
Macknay since his appointment last November are demonstrative of a recognition of that expectation and will 
ensure that WA will be even better served by the CCC in the performance of its vital independent police 
oversight role into the future. I commend the report to the house.  
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